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TO: PATRICK OGAWA
Acting Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Prep - ation

FROM: PATRICK A.
Senior Assistant C ty ounsel
Executive Office

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation in
Jesus Ruiz and Maria Ruiz v. County of Los Angeles
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 506 092

TELEPHONE

(213)974-1861

FACSIMILE

(213)229-9924

TDD

(213)633-0901

E-MAIL

pwu@counsel.lacounty.gov

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and SuiYUnary Corrective Action Plan to be made available
to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Jesus Ruiz and Maria Ruiz v. County of Los Angeles,
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 506 092 in the amount of $5,800,000,
plus assumption of the medical liens in the approximate amount of $480,000 and
instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from the Department of Health Services' budget.

This medical malpractice lawsuit concerns allegations that Harbor-UCLA
Medical Center staff were negligent in managing a patient's medication levels
thereby causing respiratory arrest, which led to a brain injury.

HOA.1333713.1



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

•tom

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.1166616.1

Jesus Ruiz and Maria Ruiz v. County of Los Angeles

BC 506092

Los Angeles Superior Court - Central District

May 2, 2013

Department of Health Services

$ 5,800,000, plus the County's assumption of the
Medi-Cal lien

Philip Michels, Esq.
Law Offices of Michels &Lew

Narbeh Bagdasarian,
Senior Deputy County Counsel

On August 8, 2012, Jesus Ruiz, a 36-year-old male,
underwent a surgical procedure at Harbor-UCLA
Medical Center ("HUMC"). After the procedure,
Mr. Ruiz received pain medications. Later Mr. Ruiz
experienced a respiratory arrest and, as a result,
suffered neurological injuries.

Mr. Ruiz filed a medical malpractice action against
the County of Los Angeles arguing that the HUMC
staff were negligent in managing his medication
levels thereby causing the respiratory arrest which
led to his brain injury. Maria Ruiz, Mr. Ruiz's wife,
also brought an action for Loss of Consortium.

$ 90, 860.00

$ 82,480.00



Case Narne: Ruiz, Jesus #3991

T(~e intent of Phis form is to assist deparfmanfs In ~rriting a ~orreciive acfia~ plan summary far a~tach~ent

to the settiem~rtk doct+ments de~e[oped for the Board of Supervisors andlor the Gounty of dos Ange
les

Claims Board, The surttrrlary should 6e a speck overview of the claimsllaivsuits' idenfi~~d root causes

and corrective acctinns (status, time frame, and responsible party). This summary does not replace
 the

Corrective Action Ptan farrn. If tF~ere is a question related to confidentiality, please cons~[t

Gounty Counsel.

date of inc'sderrtlevent August 8, 2D12

Briefly ptav'ide a description ~~ August 8, 2012, .~esus Rulz, a 36 year old t~tat~, ur~denwent a

of the fncidentlevenf: sur~icat procedur$ at Harbor UCLA Medical Center ("HUMC'~. Afiier fhe

procedure, i1~r. Ruiz received pain medications. Later 11t1r. Ruiz

experienced a res{airatory arrest and as a result suffered neurolog"seal

injuries.

Ntr. Ruiz filed a medical malpeactice aeon against the CQUnty oP Las

Angeles a~u€ng #hatt~te.f-liJMC staff was negligent in managing his

medication Levels (hereby causing the r~spiratflry arresf which led to his

hrain injury. Maria Ruiz. Mr. Ruiz' wife, also f~roughi an actian for Toss of

consortium.

Briefly describe the rao'~ aausets} aP•the c{aimliavvsuit

Respiratory arresf rescilting in permanent brain damage.

2. Briefly describe recommended corr~efive ac#Inns:
{Include each correct's~e action, duo irate, responsible party, arxi any disciplinary actions if apprnpriats)

p All appropriate personnet~ actions ware #aken.

Hari~ar-L3GLA revised their patient enntrolled anes~esia (PC,~I} poEicy and educated Rursing

staff on the changes.
o Harbor-UCLA placed signage an RCA pumg~s and above the patient's bQd reiterating that tt~e

PCA pump is far patient use only.

a• pt~S Patient Saf~tp ~reaEed a standardized educational I~rochvre in multiple languages for

patients and their famf[ies about PCA medication admini~tra6on.

m DHS Pha€macy Affairs created medication guidelines that arras sfi~ared with alt DH5 facitifies

re{ated to egt~ianalgesic opiate medication dosing. .

DtiS Patient Safety updatett a confinuin~ educa~on module available Eo any DHS staff

metnt~r related fo sa€e medication adrninistrafson, ir~cfuding the use of PGA

DHS incorporated warnings in the electronic ~a~ient record rzgarding the concurrent ordering

of pain medications.
d DHS.Pa4ienf Safety confirmed tine purchase of standardized educational materials for patents

and (heir families in the efactror~ic m~ical record related to PCA use.

a DHS is evaluating the purchase of PCA pumps ti~at have automatic stop functions when

respiratory stags r~tay tae compromised_

Dacurn~nt aQrsion: 4.0 (January 2013} Page 1 of 2



Cflunry of Los Angeles
Surr~mary Corrective Action Plan

3. Are the corree6ve aciions addressing depar~rnent-wide system issues?

~ Yes —The carr~cti~a actions address deparUnent wide system issues.

p No —The corrective acitons are only ap~alicable to 4he affected parties. _

{~l3i718: (Risk Martagemsnt Coordinatarj

Signature: ~ ^—~ Date:

NafTiB: {Dsparimant ead)

Signature: ~ Date:

~~ :{Risk Management InspectRrGene~a~

~ ~ ~. ~ ~L~.,S

Sign~E
_. ~ ,~,

Date:
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